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im ortance of the present recommendation has been 
hitxerto recognized and called to the attention of the 
American countries by the First Pan American Con- 
gress; so that the recommendation in question is in 
reality a reaffirmation of the resolution of the First 
Pan American Scientific Congress, recommending as 
most desirable the establishment of official meteorological 
and seismological services in countries which have not 
et established such agencies for the advancement of 

Lowledge of our planet and for direct aid to agriculture 
transportation, and sanitation. It is to be hoped that 
a recommendation urged by two scientific congresses 
of the Americas will be carried into effect, as it would 
not-have been proposed in the first instance, had its 
advisability not been apparent, and it would not have 
been reafErmed by. the present con ress unless it were 

reason the congress, in. making the recommendation, 
ex ressed the hope that the services would be estab- 

ticable. 

considered, upon reflection, highly 5 esirable. For this 

lis f ed where they do not exist as soon as may be prac- 

SYMONS M E M O W  MEDAL FOR 1812. 

The S p o n s  Memorial Gold Medal, which is awarded 
biennially by the Royal Meteorological Society of Eng- 
land, was presented to Prof. Cleveland Abbe at the annual 
general meeting on January 17, 1912. As this event in 
the history of the Weather Bureau has never been re- 
corded by the MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW, we reprint 
the official report of the proceedin as published in the 

arterl Journal of the Royal gteorological Society 
g n d o n y ,  1912, 38: 156-7. 

PRESENTATION OF THE SYMONS MEMORIAL GOLD MEDAL. 

The Prcsidclat [Dr. H. N. Dicksonl said that it now fell to him to per- 
form one of the most pleasant dutaea connected with hia office, the 

resentation of the S . ons Gold Medal. He would aak Prof. Cleve- 
k d  Abbe to accept tE Medal, but the Secretmy would W read the 
Extract from the Minutes of the $unci1 concerning this award. 

The Becretay read the follomng extract from the minutesof the 
Council Meeting of November 16, 1911: 

‘cProf. Cleveland Abbe waa born on December 3, 1838, at New York. 
He aperSn active scientific work 88 a mathematical lecturer, but early 
in the Qxties he joined the U. 5. Coast and Geodetic Survey. He waa 
resident at Pulkowa, 1864-1866, which waa then under the Directorship 
of the younger Struve. Abbe returned to the Umted States and became 
aaaistant at  the U. S. N a d  Ob!eryatoq. In 1868 he waa appointed 
Director of the observatory at Cmcmnata, into which he infused new 
life. He joined the Weather Service of the United States in 1871, and 
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it is in connection with that organization that hia great life-work has 
b e p  performed.’ 

Apart from a large amount of official work, evidence of which may 
be found in the publications of the Weather Bureau, he ia notable 
mainly for (1) his collection of papers on the Mechanic9 o the Eartir’s 
Atmosphere, which are today indispensable in work on t f! e dynamics 
of meteorology. Volume I waa iasued in 1891 and Volume I1 in 1908;p 
(2) .hi! fieatwe pn Meteotolog.iea1 AppazaEue and, Metho& h u e d  in 1888. 
This is a histoncal and practical account to whch even the meteorolo- 
gist of the twentieth centur may turn for instruction; (3) hia Prepam- 
pry Stydies fm D&+e sethods in Storm a@ Weather Prediduns, 
mued in 1890; (4) hu articles on Meteorology in the Encyclopda 
Britannica, which are no doubt well known to all Fellowa of the 

Professof Abbe waa one of the first to realize the importance of 
experimental investigations of atmospheric radiation, and it waa largely 
due to his enterprise that the well-known researches of Hutchina and 
Pearson mere undertaken. The i-mportance of this work has been 
recently emphasized by ita apphcation to the explanation of the 
isothermal condition of. the upper atmosphere. Profeseor Abbe haa 
contributed, therefore, to instrumental, stahstical, d cal, and 
thermod amical meteorology, and forecasting. He r m o r e o v e r ,  
played tgou hout fhe part not only of an active contributor, but ale0 
of a leader wfo drew others into the battle and pointed out the patha 
along whch attacks might be successful. 

“He is a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Societ , a member of the 
National Academy [of Sciences of the United States( and an Honorary 
Fellow of our own Society.” 

The Pr~miiht then said: 
‘ I  Profeeaor Abbe, we have listened to the statement of the Secretary 

setting forth the remns which haye led the Council to award you the 
Symons Gold Medal on t h s  occaaon. I do not think it is necessary 
or desirable to add to what has been already stated by any further 
expaneion of the points which have been set forth. Every member 
of the Society is seneible of his indebtedneae tp the work which you 
have done in thp in connection with our mence. I may rhap 
be rmitted to d on behalf of those members of the Societ w o have 
har the  rivilege of becoming personally acquainted wid you, our 
sense of $e very great debt we owe to you for personal encouragement. 
I remember the occasion some five and twenty years ago, on which I 
came, a very raw and budding meteorologist to Washington, and had 
the privile of enjoying the hos ‘tality which you solgenerously 
offered to trw workmg m the suEect; and I remember the strong 
stimulus which I received from you at that time. There are very 
man other meteorologists who must be conscious of owing to you a 
s i d r  debt. It gives me ve great Ipleasure, Sir, to offer you, on 
behalf of the Society, this GoXMedg. ’ 

Professor Cleveland Abbe said that it gave him the greatest leaaure 
to have hia name =dated with that of their dear friend and co%esgue 
George James Symons. He could not express his emotion, but could 
only thank them most sincerely for the honorv they had conferred on 
him in awarding him the Medal. This event will always be to him a 
stimulus to future labours. They are all brothers in science, and he 
waa great1 touched to hear from the account read by the Secretary, 
that t h g  L d  so closely watched his career and labours in 8 saence of 
which 

So‘pty . 

ey had not yet reached the end. 

1 SW in this connection the personal reminiscences by Professor Abbe, on page 106 ol 
this issue of the REVIEW. 

1 Thls was his “Collection of translstions. Third Collecclrm”~ the‘manuaul t wan 
ready for the prlntfir In Be tember 1 W  he flubhed the p m f d t s  in April l&, md 
the volume wm hued by %e smlths& Institution in June, 1910.+. A., jr. 
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